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Contact Details 
 
 

Telephone: 08 9335 1471 
 

Address: 20 Forrest Road (cnr Kerry Street), Hamilton Hill, WA, 6163 
 

Postal Address: PO Box 48, Hamilton Hill, WA, 6963 
 

Email: kerrystreet@bigpond.com 
 

Website: www.kerrystreet.wa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

Term Dates for 2009 
 
 

Term 1 
Mon 2 Feb to Thurs 9 Apr  

 
Term 2 

Wed 29 Apr to Fri 3 July 
 

Term 3 
Tues 21 July to Fri 25 Sept  

 
Term 4 

Tues 13 Oct to Thurs 17 Dec 
 
 

Camps will be in term 1 (Mon 16th March to Thurs 19th March) 
and early in term 4. 

 
Timetables and term planners 

available on request or visit our website 



 

 
 

 
Kerry Street Community School Values 

 
�  We are caring and friendly. We act out 

of love. 
 
�  We live creatively and joyfully. 
 
�  We act with integrity and courage. 
 
�  We communicate with trust, honesty 

and consideration. 
 
�  We encourage excellence. 
 
�  We foster the growth of wisdom and 

wonder, mindful of our role as 
caretakers of the earth and our 
children. 

 
�  We are families who contribute to the 

daily life and future of our school  
 



Welcome to Kerry Street 
 
We’re glad you’re interested. We hope this handbook gives you the information you need to 
start with and helps you know where to look or who to ask when you have more questions. 
 
Kerry Street Community School was initiated by parents who wanted to create a school where 
they could participate in the education of their children and where values promoted at school 
were compatible with those held at home. 
 
We think of ourselves as a small, independent, community school. We aim to provide a 
friendly and rich educational environment where children work in small classes with friends of 
all ages. We respond to the needs and talents of individuals and focus on building 
relationships and a sense of mutual responsibility for the well being of the school community. 
 
If you decide to enrol at Kerry Street, you will be part of creating that. 
 
What does it mean to join the Kerry Street Communit y? 
 
It is different things to different people but it is always more than just enrolling your child. It 
involves responsibilities; a commitment to pay fees and be involved in the work, a 
commitment to work together with your child’s teachers, and a commitment to contribute 
something of yourself to the community. It also presents opportunities; the chance to be 
involved in your child’s education, the chance to learn, the chance to make great friends, and 
the chance to contribute your skills and develop your talents within our community. 
 
 

 
 

 



How does Kerry Street run? 
 
 
 
 
The school is governed by a 
council made up of parents, 
the coordinators, a teacher 
and a member of the wider 
community. 
 
The council delegates the 
day to day management of 
the school to the staff and to 
individuals and 
subcommittees with specific 
responsibilities such as the 
garden or the Freo Festival. 
 

 
This is our animated dragon at the Fremantle Festival Parade in 2006 

 
Staff members are employed by the council. Our current staff members are: 
 

Fran Ryce (education coordinator and teacher) 
Geraldine Stanton (teacher) 
Tom Francas (teacher) 
Liz Sugars (teacher) 
Kath Sugars (administration coordinator) 

 
We also contract the teaching services of specialists. In 2009 Fred McAneney will teach 
drama, Polly Sorensen will teach Indonesian and Charlene Bougourd will teach yoga. We 
welcome April Ashton to the school as our new music teacher. 
 
Fran has the responsibility of coordinating the teaching staff and is ultimately responsible for 
anything to do with the education program and the well being and behaviour of the students. 
 
The teachers are responsible for their class program and the students in their care. In 
addition, Tom, Geraldine and Liz are responsible for working together with Fran and Kath in 
the overall management of the school. 
 
Kath is responsible for all aspects of administration and usually has information about what’s 
happening at school or can at least point you in the right direction. 



 
 
Council members are elected at the Annual General Meeting in first term. The council is 
responsible for the governance of the school and for the performance and support of the staff. 
Among other things, they set policy, allocate funds for major expenditure, maintain the 
gardens and grounds, promote the school in the community and manage serious complaints. 
Being available to talk with members of the community is an important role of council 
members. 
 
We have Whole School Meetings every term, sometimes for specific purposes such as 
collecting ideas for writing a bullying policy, and sometimes as a forum for airing ideas or 
planning activities. Special Whole School Meetings may be held occasionally for a specific 
purpose, eg, changing the constitution or resolving issues affecting the whole community. 
 
A copy of our constitution, governance structure and policy manual is available for everyone 
to access in hard copy at school and on our website (follow “about us” link). 
 
 
Who do I approach with questions, ideas or worries?  
(For more guidance see Complaints Policy on our website or ask for a hard copy): 
 

�  Go first to the person most directly involved. 
�  Go to the person whose responsibility it is. 
�  Go to the person who can do something about it (these may all be the same person). 
 
�  If you have done this with no result, go to the person whose ultimate responsibility it is 

(eg Fran, if related to the education program or a student’s well being, or the council if 
related to school processes or major expenditure). 

�  If this is impossible or does not work, ask advice about what to do next from someone 
you trust, eg, Fran, Kath, or a member of council. Don’t gossip. 

�  Persist until your question or concern is answered or resolved. 
 
 
Remember: 

�  Be positive. If you have a 
problem or concern, 
approach the person as a 
partner in creating solutions. 
Most things can be worked 
out quickly and easily. 

�  If you have an idea you 
would like to see put in 
place, offer to help with the 
work. We can do anything 
we really want to do, when 
we do it together. 

 
 



 
 

Communication 
 
Communication seems to be the key to smooth running of the school, making new ideas into 
reality, maintaining relationships and encouraging parent involvement in the school. 
 
You are encouraged to communicate as much as possible with your child’s teachers, other 
parents, council members, other staff members and students. 
 
To help get information to you we have the following formal processes: 
 
�  A weekly newsletter called Kerry Street News (contributions welcome). 
�  You have a pigeonhole where the Kerry Street News, special notices, stuff out of the 

school mail, and party invitations are put (also smelly socks and unidentified objects made 
of clay). Parents may distribute information through the pigeonholes they think would be of 
interest to other parents. 

�  If you don’t get into school as often as you check your email, you can ask to have the 
school newsletter emailed to you. 

�  The front glass door is reserved for school notices of events coming up, eg, excursions, 
meetings, busy bees. If there is something there, you should read it. 

�  We have a community notice board which is used for information of interest to some 
people, eg, petitions, community events, school holiday activities. Anyone may put a 
notice on here. 

�  A file of out of school activities has been created. Please add to it or simply peruse it. 
�  Minutes of Council and Whole School Meetings are available to everyone; hard copies are 

in the files at school and they are on the website. 
�  Formal parent/teacher meetings are scheduled in term two and four but you are 

encouraged to meet with your child’s teacher regularly, both formally and informally. 
 
 
 

 
Relaxing at camp on the beach in Busselton are Fran, Kate, Polly, Minna and Ariane



Curriculum 
 
We believe learning is something we do our whole life and that many different experiences 
can be opportunities for learning. We honour that people learn in different ways and at 
different rates. We believe learning is easiest when people are relaxed, involved and curious. 
 
Our teachers work closely together to provide a balance of whole school programming and 
their own individual styles and ideas. They have the well being of individual students at the 
heart of their teaching. 
 

 
Geraldine’s class test the efficacy of their bridge design 

 

Our curriculum is based on the learning 
areas of the curriculum framework, the 
same as government schools in 
Western Australia. 
 
In recent years we have responded to 
parent suggestions and new initiatives 
in the education community to include 
activities and topics in the curriculum 
that suit our school, our values and our 
kids. We have focused on emotional 
intelligence and the environment and 
built an outstanding visual arts program. 
We have done drama, woodwork, 
circus and gym. 
 
Your suggestions are welcome. 

 
We go on many excursions every year. Real experiences are well remembered and your 
participation and assistance is welcomed. In fact, we can’t do all these things without the 
support of parents. 
 

 
At Cockburn Basketball Stadium, ready to roll… 

 
The whole school goes on camp twice a year and all family members are encouraged to 
come. This is a wonderful chance to meet new people or get to know them better and just to 
relax and have some fun. 



We are involved in community events like the Children’s Fiesta and the Fremantle Festival 
Parade. We have concerts, discos, swap meets for kids, pet days, sleep overs, and family 
picnics. 
 
One activity the students love is Options Day, where parents are invited to supervise an 
activity of their choice with a small group of students. Options that have been done in the past 
include candle making, giant chess, sewing, cooking, construction, beachcombing, 
photography, papermaking, water play, kite making, silk screening, making things out of 
boxes, pottery, belly dancing, friendship bracelets, craft involving lots of glue and glitter, 
bicycle maintenance, origami and creating a gratitude tree. 
 

 
In 2006, the whole school was involved in the development of a mural for our Forrest Road wall. Parents and 

grandparents and sisters and brothers and pets are always welcome to join in at Kerry Street. 
 
Timetable 
 
Sometimes the timetable will be altered to fit in a special activity but it usually has the 
following basic structure. Music and Indonesian are on Monday and Friday mornings at 
various times for each age group. On Wednesday morning we have a Kids’ Meeting instead 
of a game, where the students discuss ideas and issues important to them. On Tuesday we 
have 30 minute yoga session at 10:30. On Wednesday we go to the park at lunch time.  
 
8:45 to 11:00 First morning session includes a whole school game and  

literacy 
11:00 to 11:30 Morning break 
11:30 to 12:30 Second morning session, maths 
12:30 to 1:20 Lunch 
1:20 to 1:30 Kids’ pack up 
1:30 to 3:15 Afternoon session (eg art, science, phys ed, health) 
3:15 End of school 
 
A new weekly timetable is distributed to parents each term; there is always one on the pin up 
board in the office and on the website. The term planner can also be useful if you want to plan 
ahead or find out when an event is coming up. The most up to date one is on the office pin up 
board but there is one on the website (follow “school business” link).



 
Fees 
 
Kerry Street is an independent school and relies on student fees to supplement government 
funding. We keep fees as low as possible, so we remain accessible for all families. Fees may 
be negotiated for people in financial difficulty. It is the parents’ responsibility to keep up to 
date with their fees or talk to Kath if they are having trouble. 
 
Kindy fees are the same as pre-primary and primary fees, even though they only attend twice 
a week. This is because we get no Commonwealth funding (our major source of income) for 
kindergarten students. 
 
 

Fees for 2009 are: 
 
$290 per term for all students 
 
Rates are reduced by half for siblings. 
Pro rata rates are available for part time students. 
 
In addition: 
�  Excursions and camps are paid for by parents. 
�  We have personal accident insurance for students, which costs $9 per child per year. 
�  Families often provide a pencil case with a modest amount of stationery, especially older 

students who like to have their own pens and pencils. 
 
You are welcome to use the facilities at school, eg, photocopier, telephone or computers. If 
you use consumables, eg, printing, phone calls, please make a donation to cover the cost. 
 
 

 
Stephen and Wara have been friends for a long time.



Enrolment Procedure 
�
If you are interested in joining our school, what should you do next? 
 
If you would like to enrol immediately, 
 

·  Contact the school and talk with one of the staff (if you haven’t already). 
·  Visit the school with your child. 
·  If there is a place available in the relevant class, discuss beginning a free trial week. 

The purpose of the trial is to allow families some time to see if the school seems likely 
to suit them, and for the staff to see if the child seems likely to suit the school. Not 
many people change their mind after a week but it gives people a little time to get 
accustomed without having to make a commitment. 

·  Complete an enrolment form. This may be done on the first day of the trial or at the 
end of the week. If not on the first day, please leave names and phone numbers where 
we can contact you in an emergency. 

·  After the trial week is complete, meet with the teacher and discuss the week, and 
confirm your intention to enrol. 

·  Write a letter to the school council, introducing yourself to the school. 
 
If you want to enrol in advance , say if your child will be in kindy or pre-primary next year 
and you want to ensure they have a place. 
 

·  Contact the school and talk with one of the staff (if you haven’t already). 
·  Visit the school with your child. 
·  Complete an ‘application for enrolment’ form or give all your contact details and your 

child’s name and birthdate to the administrator. 
·  Usually we have places available if you are applying in advance. This application is 

your formal confirmation of a place, unless otherwise discussed. You will be contacted 
in term 4 to confirm your commitment to Kerry Street. We realise other schools, such as 
Lance Holt and Spearwood Alternative, have waiting lists. We appreciate it if people let us know if they 
are applying to more than one school. It will not affect your confirmed place but helps us know how 
many of our applications are definite and how many depend on other schools. Being such a small 
school, one or two unexpected late withdrawals can be significant. 

·  In term four we have an activity morning for next year’s kindies. This helps the children 
know what to expect when they come to school. And it’s fun. (Parents stay and join in 
too.) 

·  Parents are welcome at school at all times, especially to stay with young children when 
they first start. You can stay in the classroom or find a comfortable spot or useful 
activity somewhere else in the school. 

·  When you complete your formal enrolment form at the beginning of the year you are 
also encouraged to write a letter to the school council, introducing yourself to the 
school. 

 
Be part of the community 
 
If you are enrolled for sometime in the future, you can stay in touch with what’s happening at 
Kerry Street by reading the school newsletter on our website (published and posted each 
Monday of the school term) or if you would like it emailed to you, just ask Kath. Your family 
members are very welcome to attend any community events, like festivals, picnics and 
excursions, even before your children formally start school.



Policies and Useful Information 
 
Our policy file contains important information about how the school is run. It is kept in hard 
copy at school and is available for anyone to read. All our policies can be downloaded in pdf 
format from our website (follow “about us” link). Policies are continually under review so your 
comments are appreciated. 
 
A few policies are briefly outlined below. Part of the behaviour management policy is included 
but if you would like to read the whole policy, especially the rationale, please do. 
 
Food and Nutrition Policy – We strongly encourage healthy eating at school. We ask parents 
to provide nutritious food for break and lunch and to encourage their child to eat breakfast. 
School lunches are available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday for $2. Parent 
volunteers, staff and students organise these lunches. Students serve themselves and wash 
their own dishes. Food containing artificial colouring, flavouring or preservatives is 
discouraged. No lollies or soft drinks are permitted at school or on excursions or camps. 
 
Wastewise Lunches – Our “waste free lunches” initiative helped us be chosen as a 
Wastewise case study school (along with our worms, kitchen garden, recycling, swap meets, 
etc). We encourage everyone to be aware of packaging when buying and preparing break 
and lunch food. A collection of small plastic containers and a calico or cooler bag (labeled) will 
make it easy to send a waste free lunch to school every day. Everyone is welcome to use the 
fridge to store their lunch if it needs to be kept cold. 
 
Severe Allergies Policy – At times parents are requested to assist in making the school 
environment safe for a person with a severe allergy. Currently there is no one with a known 
severe allergy at school. 
 
Sun Protection Policy – In terms one and four, hats are required for outside play. Sunscreen 
is optional and young students will be helped to apply sunscreen if this is requested by 
parents. On excursions and for physical education, the requirement for a hat will be 
determined by the organiser. Please provide a hat with your child’s name on that is effective 
in shading their face from the sun. 
 
Shoes – For all excursions, including walks to the park, students require shoes. We go to the 
park every Wednesday lunchtime, weather permitting. Shoes are optional within the school 
grounds. 
 
Communicable Diseases Policy – A child must be kept home from school if they have a 
condition or disease considered, by the education coordinator, to be contagious AND to have 
a serious or permanent impact on health. This includes, but is not limited to, herpes (cold 
sores), impetigo (school sores), chicken pox, measles, mumps, hepatitis, glandular fever, 
whooping cough, and ringworms. See Fran for more information, especially for attendance 
when you have cold sores, ring worms or school sores. Parents should notify the school if a 
member of their family or a close friend contracts a communicable disease commonly 
immunised against, eg chickenpox or measles. We do not insist all students are immunised, 
to respect individual families’ choices, so it is important to notify all members of the 
community as soon as possible. 
 
Water bottles and cups – To help stop the spread of germs, all students are asked to have a 
cup in the kitchen labelled with their name. A labelled water bottle, preferably resistant to 
spilling, is recommended for keeping in the classroom. Filtered water is available in the 
kitchen for everyone at school. 



 
Head Lice Policy – We ask that all parents are consistent about checking and treating their 
child’s hair for head lice. It is an ongoing problem at all schools. We may do head lice checks 
with a Robicomb at school to help manage them at Kerry Street. For each individual, this is 
encouraged but not compulsory. 
 
Pack up and Buddies – After lunch, all students are involved in ‘pack up’. Older and younger 
students are paired as buddies and together they do a small job each day, to contribute to the 
care of their school. After they have finished they sit and read or play a game together. 
 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
I have heard you are happy for kindy parents to sta y in the classroom until their child 
is happy for them to go. Is this true? 
 
Absolutely. We want you and your child to feel safe and happy. 
 
I have heard you will combine part time school with  homeschooling? Is this true? 
 
Yes, we are willing to take part time students who wish to combine formal schooling with 
home schooling. 
 
For people who want to do this, it is important to work closely with the school and teachers on 
how the curriculum is covered and which days are best to come to school. 
 
Our experience has usually been that part time students do not remain part time indefinitely, 
though there have been exceptions to this. A significant number of our committed families 
with full time students have their origins in homeschooling or part time school. 
 
Where do students go to high school after leaving K erry Street? 
 
There is no particular high school we feed into; students go to all different high schools, 
government and independent. We do our best to inform and support families in choosing 
options for high school, and in applying for special programs at schools such as Applecross 
Senior High School (tennis and visual art), Melville Senior High School (aeronautics, netball) 
and John Curtin College of the Arts (drama, music). High schools are continually changing 
and improving their programs to attract students and we do our best to work with families so 
they know about the many options available and what the application process is. 
 
Our students seem to do very well at the different high schools they attend; academically, in 
the arts or other chosen speciality, in their self management skills and socially. 
 



Behaviour Management (complete policy available on website or by request) 
 

I. Aims 
A. An environment of positive attitudes, behaviours and relationships. 
B. To foster self responsibility and maximise learning opportunities. 
C. A whole school approach to behaviour management that is explicit and consistent. 
D. A commitment to early communication. 

 

II. Principles of Behaviour Management 
The main principles underlying our approach to behaviour management are twofold. Primarily 
we aim to enable and encourage cooperative and appropriate behaviour. Secondly we have 
a clear understanding of what to do when undesirable behaviour is displayed. Our primary 
strategies include: 

A. A clear understanding of expected attitudes and behaviours. This is established through 
the Kerry Street Agreements which are reviewed annually by staff and students. 
Individual teachers establish their own class agreements. 

B. Clarity and consistency about these agreements, the expectation that everyone will act in 
accordance with them and what will occur when they are not followed. 

C. Positive and realistic expectations of student attitudes and behaviour. 
D. Role modelling desired attitudes and behaviour. 
E. Recognising individual needs and circumstances; listening to, showing personal interest 

in and caring for students; building relationships with students and parents. 
F. Responding to underlying needs and motivations rather than reacting to behaviours; 

keeping in mind what we are aiming to achieve. 
G. Early, honest communication at all levels and between all members of the school 

community; an attitude of working together to help each other. 
H. Balancing the need for individual expression and the needs of the group. 
I. Encouraging cooperation through predictability and choice. 
J. Giving positive feedback to students; focusing on strengths 
K. Designing programs that are engaging, developmentally appropriate, include various 

learning styles and are of interest to our students. 
L. Explicit education in values, attitudes and skills of self awareness, conflict resolution and 

group development; weekly student meetings 
M. Implicit education throughout the school day, encouraging, reminding of and 

demonstrating desired behaviour, and practising skills, as the opportunity arises. 
N. Activities and environmental design aimed to increase overall focus and self control, for 

example, brain gym, yoga, classroom design. 
O. Non-violence. 

 

III. Strategies for Undesirable Behaviour 
Our strategies for addressing undesirable behaviour are based on consistency, clarity, and 
are non-punitive. We aim to minimise disruption to the class in the short term. In the long 
term, we aim to find the underlying cause of the misbehaviour, provide alternative strategies 
for the student to achieve their real aims and provide the opportunity for the student to be 
more cooperative. The ultimate outcome, therefore, is learning, change and building of 
relationships and not repetition or escalation of the behaviour, resentment and the 
deterioration of relationships. 
 

Particular strategies are not described in this handbook but they include teachers’ classroom 
management techniques, meetings based on Restorative Justice practices and, in the case 
of exceptionally unmanageable behaviour, contacting parents to collect a child from school. 
Suspension is a last resort and we have had only one case in the last six years. 


